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Written by Roderick Hunt 
Illustrated by Alex Brychta

BEFORE READING
Talk together
• Look at the title and cover picture. Ask: 

What do you think might happen in  
this story?

• Talk about times your child has been to 
the sea or to a small island. 

• Look through the book and talk about 
the pictures.

DURING READING
Enjoy the story together. 
If your child needs 
support to read the 
story:

• Break unfamiliar 
words into chunks or 
syllables to work them 
out (e.g. e-nor-mous). 

• Remind your child 
to blend unfamiliar 
words from left  
to right. 

• If a word is still too 
tricky, simply say  
the whole word for  
your child.

• Re-read sentences 
to focus on their 
meaning where 
necessary.

See the inside back cover 
for more ideas.

About the words in this book
• Your child will probably be able to 

read most of the words in this book. 
Encourage your child to sound out and 
blend any challenging words, such as 
those below. If necessary, model the 
blending or read the words for your child.
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AFTER READING
• Ask: Why did the men choose Green Island to 

dump the toxic waste on? 

• Talk about why being in a newspaper will make 
the children famous. Ask: Which photograph 
should have gone into the paper, the one of 
everyone or the one with just Wilf, Chip, Nadim, 
Mrs May and Mrs Honey?

• Discuss what it might feel like to be famous and 
look again at page 32. Ask: Do you think Wilf 
is disappointed he doesn’t feel any different or 
pleased he feels the same?
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How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email schools.enquiries.uk@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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